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“WE ARE BACK

For the first time since February 2020, 
NCMA’s members were able to meet in 
person and I am happy to say WE ARE BACK! 
Held at the historic Pfister Hotel in Milwau-
kee, Wisconsin, the Midyear Meeting was 
the perfect opportunity to reconnect our 
industry in-person. Through committee 
meetings, forums, awards presentations 
and networking, we all were inspired to 
grow our industry and expand our personal 
networks. At the Awards Luncheon I chal-
lenged attendees to ‘Think Big’ and ‘Imag-
ine’ a world where our member products 
are the preferred building solution for 
decision-makers. The opportunities exist. 
One example is multi-family construction, 
where a combination of market forces 
and concrete masonry innovations have 
created opportunities to regain market 
share. I’m encouraged that a dedicated 
group of volunteers in the Masonry 
Committee will be working to capitalize 
on this. Take a look through this recap to 
learn more about the Midyear Meeting, and 
I hope to see everyone the next time we 
gather in Kansas City in March 2022.
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WHAT  
WENT ON

CONCRETE WOMEN 
CONNECT Over 30 
w o m e n  a t t e n d e d 
C o n c re t e  Wo m e n 
Connect, including the 
all-female Unit Design 
Competition team from 

Mississippi State University. Attendees heard from 
Andrea McChesney, executive director of the Canadian 
Concrete Masonry Producers Association, who spoke 
about what led her into the concrete masonry industry 
and the experiences she has had leading CCMPA. 

FAMILY BUSINESS/
S M A L L B U S I N E S S 
FORUM The attend-
ees for NCMA’s Family 
Business/Small Busi-
ness Forum heard from 
two dynamic speakers. 

Jerry Curl, Director of Operations with Hoffman Truck-
ing/G&D Trucking addressed the group on issues related 
to trucking throughout the US. Jamie Farny, Market 
Manager, Building with the Portland Cement Associa-
tion discussed cement supply issues and availability of 
portland-limestone cements.

SRW DESIGNER EDUCATION 
CONTENT The SRW Committee 
will be working delivering content 
for engineers and designers rela-
tive to segmental retaining walls. 
This updated education will include 
general information on SRW units 
and best practices for site design 

for civil engineers as well as in-depth design and anal-
ysis for those engineers performing SRW design. This 
education will be delivered through external channels 
directly to engineers in 2022.

THERMAL PROPERTIES SOFTWARE Through a grant from 
the NCMA Foundation, a new software for determining 
thermal properties of concrete masonry assemblies has 
been developed by Clemson University. This simple-to-
use software will determine thermal properties such 
as R-value and U-factor, as well as dynamic properties 
based on local climatic conditions. This software will be 
released later in 2021.

MSV INSTALLER PILOT 
The Manufactured Stone 
Committee has been hard at 
work developing a new certi-
fication for manufactured 
stone veneer (MSV) install-

ers. This program will raise the bar for installers, providing 
them both with education as well as being able to demon-
strate their ability to properly install MSV. The program is 
ready for a pilot offering in 2021, and planned for members 
to be able to deliver in 2022.

UNIT DESIGN COMPETITION 
At this year’s competition, 
two teams presented their 
university’s creations to be 
reviewed by industry judges 
and live voting by an onsite 

audience. Mississippi State University took first place 
with their unique block “The Ellipse”, with Iowa State 
University taking second with the design of their unit, 
“CMU Green Block”.
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BY THE 
NUMBERS

TOTAL ATTENDEES HOURS OF COMMITTEE 
MEETINGS

255 40.5

APPROVED TO FUND 9 NEW GRANTS BY THE 
NCMA FOUNDATION

$110,095

SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED BY NCMA 
FOUNDATION (TOTAL $30,000)6

450+
MOTORCYCLES AT HARLEY-DAVIDSON 
MUSEUM (SITE OF BLOCK PARTY)
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ENGAGE
With the ICPI/NCMA Unification Commit-
tee. At the Town Hall Meeting, members 
were briefed on plans to unify NCMA 
and ICPI into one association in 2022, 

requiring a membership vote of approval later this year.  
Attendees participated in round-table discussions to 
provide feedback. The Unification Committee wants to 
hear from you as member feedback and engagement 
is very important to this process. Reach out to any 
Committee member, and learn more about this process 
at icpi-ncma-unification.com. 

PARTICIPATE
In developing an Industry-average envi-

ronmental product declaration for concrete masonry 
products. This effort from the Masonry Market Segment 
will provide the benchmark for environmental impacts 
for products that specifiers have been requesting. For 
success, a wide range of plants across all of the US 
must participate. Look for more information soon on 
this important effort.

TEACH/HOST
The new segmental retaining wall 
inspector education course. This 
first-of-its-kind education provides 
inspectors of SRWs the knowledge 
they need to properly evaluate SRWs. 

This course can be taken online through NCMA’s EDU 
Online system and is also available for members to teach 
in their local areas.

SUBSCRIBE
To NCMA’s Just* Mason Around 
podcast. Produced by the YPG, 
this podcast includes interviews 

with industry members, technical conversations and a 
bit of fun. Subscribe anywhere you get your podcasts.

ATTEND
NCMA’s Annual Convention and The 
Precast Show in March 2022. As part 
of The Precast Show, NCMA will hold 
several innovative Virtual Block Plant 
Tours, and the Basic and Advanced 
Production Boot Camp. Don’t miss 
this chance for production educa-

tion and a larger trade show with the latest in produc-
tion equipment.

POPULATE
EleMasonry software with your custom units. This new 
masonry design software is now out and available for 
designers. The software contains the ability for block 
producers to have custom masonry units be used 
for design. Have a unique configuration or a custom-
branded unit? Get it included in the software and make 
life easier on your designers. Ready to sponsor classes 
or software for your designers? Contact NCMA staff for 
more details.

REACH OUT
To your MSV suppliers about 
NCMA membership. Many 
companies distribute MSV and 

the Manufactured Stone Committee needs your help 
to encourage them to join NCMA. This market segment 
continues efforts to grow market share and will benefit 
from membership growth. Check in with your suppliers 
today and let them know about all the benefits of NCMA 
membership.

CALL TO  
ACTION

http://icpi-ncma-unification.com
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AWARDS &  
RECOGNITIONS
The following individuals were recognized at NCMA’s 
Awards Luncheon for their dedicated service to NCMA 
and the industry.

NCMA HALL OF FAME
DANIEL S. ZECHMEISTER 
Masonry Institute of Michigan 

Dan is a natural promoter and 
educator. His induction into NCMA’s 
Hall of Fame is based on his skills 

and passion throughout a tremendously produc-
tive career promoting masonry as a superior 
building material.

KEVIN L. CURTIS 
Besser Company 

Kevin became CEO in 2004, the 
same year that Besser became 
an employee owned company. His 

ability to lead and coach has been instrumental 
to the successful creation of Besser’s current 
corporate culture. Kevin takes great pride in 
furthering the tradition of supporting the associ-
ation that supports Besser.

NCMA LIFETIME  
ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

JAMES WEBER 
Oldcastle APG

The 2006 NCMA Chair, Jim was 
recognized with NCMA’s highest 
honor, the Lifetime Achievement 

Award, for his depth of service and longevity of 
commitment of the industry, NCMA and the Foun-
dation. He was previously inducted into the Hall of 
Fame in 2009.

NCMA LIFETIME  
ACHIEVEMENT AWARD (CONT.)

PETE B. HOYT 
Oldcastle APG 

NCMA 1998 Chair Pete was 
presented with NCMA’s highest 
honor, the Lifetime Achievement 

Award. He started in the industry in 1971. Pete was 
instrumental in the creation of the NCMA Education 
and Research Foundation and the only individual to 
continuously serve in a direct leadership capacity 
since the foundation’s inception. He was inducted 
into the Hall of Fame in 2001.

EMERGING LEADERSHIP AWARD
PAT SAUTER 
King’s Material, Inc. 

Pat was recognized as the first 
recipient of NCMA’s Emerging Lead-
ership Award. This award is given to 

those younger members who have made signifi-
cant contributions to the industry. Pat was instru-
mental in the creation of the Young Professionals 
Group, as well as being one of the youngest individ-
uals to serve as NCMA’s Chair of the Board.
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BLOCK PARTY!

BLOCK PARTY SPONSORS:

ACM Chemistries, Inc.

Advanced Concrete Technologies

Alabama Pallets

Arcosa Lightweight

Besser Company

Cavanaugh & Associates

Canadian Concrete Masonry Producers Association

cfiFOAM, Inc.

Columbia Machine, Inc.

Concrete Plant International

GCP Applied Technologies

GMS Molds

Industrial Services International (ISI)

iwi Concrete Equipment Group/A Division of iwi group, LLC

Keystone Retaining Wall Systems, LLC

Krete Industries, Inc.

KVM International A/S

LANXESS Corporation

Masa

Op-Smart

Pathfinder Systems

PROSOCO, Inc.

QUADRA USA, Inc.

Rekers NA, Inc.

Solomon Colors, Inc.

Stalite

TEKA North America, Inc.

TOPWERK America, Inc.

WestBlock Systems Inc.

NCMA members and guests enjoyed a fun evening 
at the state-of-the-art Harley-Davidson Museum 
- Motor Bar and Restaurant. Food, drink, indoor and 
outdoor games, after-hours access to the museum 
and reconnecting with friends made the Block 
Party a success. Gary Hensley, Adams an Oldcastle 
Company won a $250 Harley-Davidson gift card for 
winning the best poker hand during the event.

Members explored Harley Davidson’s history from 
the creation of the first bike to the empire it has 
become. Some members even hopped on a bike 
for the first time. Thanks to the many generous 
associate members who contributed to make this 
event a memorable evening. 

VROOM! VROOM! WE’RE GOING FOR A RIDE!
Harley Davidson Museum — Motor Bar and Restaurant
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MIDYEAR MEETING 
SPONSORS
PLATINUM LEVEL

GOLD LEVEL

SILVER LEVEL

BRONZE LEVEL
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BASIC BLOCK COURSE
Fall – September 22 –  
November 17, 2021 – Virtual

YPG WORKSHOP
September 28-29, 
2021 – San Diego, CA

HARDSCAPE  
NORTH AMERICA
October 20-22, 2021 -  
Louisville, KY

SEE YOU AT OUR NEXT INDUSTRY EVENTS:

COMMERCIAL SALES 
COURSE – SRW & ACB
Fall – September 30 – 
November 18, 2021 - Virtual


